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09.30  Arr ivals  

10 .00  Welcome 

10 .10  Enthusiasm and Reason in  the  Twi l ight  of  ‘Enl ightenment ’

Dr  Peter  Forsa i th ,  Assoc ia te  Fe l low,  Oxford  Brookes  Univers i ty

10.55  Coffee  

11 .05  The (Hu)man,  John Wesley  and the  Afr ican:  A  decolonia l

engagement  with  Wesley ’s  construct ion of  ‘man’  

Revd.  Lauren  Mat thew,  PhD Candidate ,  Un ivers i ty  o f  KwaZulu-Nata l

11.50  Photography,  Catastrophe,  and Socia l  Hol iness :

Reimagining  John Wesley  through images  of  the  DANA in

Paiporta  

Dr  Pedro  Zava la ,  Mex ican  Nove l i s t  &  Short  S tory  Wr i ter

12.35  Lunch 

13 .30  Methodist  Contested Her itage  

Dr  C l i ve  Norr i s ,  Assoc ia te  Fe l low,  Oxford  Brookes  Univers i ty

14.00  Was  John Wesley  inc lus ive?  

Revd.  Dr  Danie l  Prat t -Morr is -Chapman,  Sen ior  Tutor ,  Wes ley  House ,

Cambr idge

14.45  Break 



15.00 “we have never yet seen a Christian country upon

earth”:  Wesley’s Socio-Political Vision; Christian

Nationalism; and Methodist Public Witness 

David N. Field,  Ecumenical  Staff  Off icer for Faith and Order

and Theological  Dialogue,  The United Methodist  Church

15.45 ‘Wesley Works’  progress 

Professor Randy Maddox,  

16.15 Closing Comments 

17.00 Opportunity to view The Gibbs Library at Wesley

Memorial Church -  the new home to the Westminster Col lege

Oxford Research Network;  the Wesley Historical  Society L ibrary;

and a number of  other special  col lect ions.  

Further information can be found on the Network ’s  website:

www.woxresearch.co.uk.  





David  N.  F ie ld  i s  the  Ecumenica l  S ta f f  Of f i cer  for  Fa i th  and Order

and Theo log ica l  D ia logue  of  the  Uni ted  Methodis t  Church  and

Research  Assoc ia te  o f  the  Research  Centre  for  Theo logy  and

Re l ig ion  a t  the  Univers i ty  o f  South  Afr i ca .  Author  o f  “B id  our

Jarr ing  Conf l i c ts  Cease ! ” :  A  Wes leyan  Theo logy  and Prax is  o f  Church

Uni ty ,  Our  Purpose  i s  Love :  The  Wes leyan  Way  to  Be  the  Church ,

and numerous  ar t i c les  on  the  theo logy  and eth ics  o f  John  Wes ley

and on  po l i t i ca l  and  publ i c  theo log ies .

Dr Peter  Forsaith  i s  an  Assoc ia te  Fe l low at  Oxford  Brookes

Univers i ty ,  hav ing  former ly  been a  Research  Fe l low at  i t s  Centre

for  Methodism and Church  H is tory .  H is  foca l  areas  o f  s tudy  have

been the  l i fe  and  min is t ry  o f  Rev .  Jean  de  la  F léchère/ John F le tcher

and images  of  John Wes ley ,  but  has  a lso  researched and wr i t ten

around many  aspects  o f  Methodis t  and  assoc ia ted  h is tory .

Revd Lauren Matthew  i s  current ly  a  PhD candidate  a t  the

Univers i ty  o f  KwaZulu–Nata l ,  and  i s  a l so   a  par t - t ime lec turer

spec ia l i s ing  in  deco lon ia l  and  queer  approaches  to  soc io logy  of

re l ig ion  and sys temat ic  theo logy .

Revd.  Dr  Danie l  Pratt -Morr is -Chapman  i s  a  Sen ior  Tutor  a t

Wes ley  House ,  Cambr idge ,

Today ’s  Speakers



Dr Pedro  Zavala  i s  a  Mex ican  nove l i s t  and  short  s tory  wr i ter .  He

was  a  2018  Rec ip ient  o f  the  ‘Maur ic io  Achar–Random House

L i terature  Pr i ze  for  the  Nove l ’  for  A l l  In ,  S inatra .  He  was  a  Fe l low of

the  Young  Creators  Program of  the  Nat iona l  Fund for  Cu l ture  and

the  Ar ts  (FONCA)  in  2016/17 ,  and  a  fe l low of  the  Nat iona l  Counc i l

for  Sc ience  and Technology  (CONACYT)  between 2011-13  and 2016–

20 .  He  was  a  Research  fe l low at  the  Br idwel l  L ibrary ,  Southern

Methodis t  Un ivers i ty ,  Da l las ,  TX  in  2014 ;  the  Univers i ty  o f

Manchester ,  Un i ted  K ingdom in  2022 ;  and  the  John Ry lands

Research  Ins t i tu te  &  L ibrary ,  Manchester ,  Un i ted  K ingdom,  a lso  in

2022 .  He  was  a  De legate  o f  the  Oxford  Ins t i tu te  o f  Methodis t

S tud ies  (OIMTS)  in  2014  and 2018 .



The  next  seminar  w i l l  be  in  December  2026 .  

The Methodist  Studies  Seminar  ser ies

The  Methodis t  S tud ies  Seminar  meets  b i -annua l ly  and  prov ides  an

opportun i ty  for  es tab l i shed and emerg ing  scho lars  o f  Methodis t

S tud ies  to  present  the  f ind ings  o f  the i r  research .  We conce ive  o f

Methodis t  S tud ies  broad ly  and a im to  prov ide  opportun i t ies  for

s tudents  o f  h is tory ,  theo logy ,  l i terature ,  ar t ,  mater ia l  cu l ture  and

other  f ie lds  re la ted  to  Methodism.  

The  ser ies  was  es tab l i shed in  2012 ,  and  i s  now organ ised  by  a

network  of  s ix  Methodis t  re la ted  H igher  Educat ion  Ins t i tu t ions ,  and

is  the  premier  Methodis t  research  event  in  Br i ta in .  The  seminars

are  organ ised  by  The  Westminster  Oxford  Research  Network ;  the

Manchester  Wes ley  Research  Centre ;  the  Wes ley  S tudy  Centre ,  S t

John ’s  Co l lege ,  Un ivers i ty  o f  Durham;  Wes ley  House ,  Cambr idge ;

C l i f f  Co l lege ;  and  the  Queen ’s  Foundat ion ,  B i rmingham.

About  the  Seminars

About  this  Seminar

On 28  March ,  1726 ,  John  Wes ley  was

e lec ted  a  Fe l low of  L inco ln  Co l lege ,

Oxford .  To  mark  th is  occas ion ,  th is

Methodis t  S tud ies  Seminar ,  convened

by  the  Westminster  Co l lege  Oxford

Research  Network  &  The  Queen ’s

Foundat ion ,  B i rmingham,  has  been

rescheduled  f rom May  to  March .  
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Methodist  Oxford

Whi le  you  are  v i s i t ing ,  we  inv i te  you

to  exp lore  our  c i ty ,  e i ther  through

our  gu ide  to  Methodis t  Oxford ,  or

independent ly .  

S imi lar ly ,  we  inv i te  you  to  learn

more  about  our  new Research

Network  and to  f ind  out  about  our

ongoing ,  and  upcoming ,  ac t i v i t ies .

Our Research Network

L inco ln  Co l lege  i s  approx imate ly  a  15  minute  wa lk  f rom Oxford

Ra i lway  S tat ion ,  or  a  10  minute  wa lk  f rom the  nearest  carparks  -

Worcester  Street  Car  Park  (OX1  2BQ)  or  the  Westgate  Shopping

Centre  (OX1  1PE) .  The  nearest  Park&Ride  carpark  i s  Seacourt

Park& Ride ,  a l though th is  i s  s i tuated  the  on  the  oppos i te  s ide  of

the  c losed  Oxford  Ra i lway  br idge .  P lease  note  that  there  i s  no

parking  ava i lab le  a t  Co l lege ,  or  d i rec t ly  outs ide .

Unfor tunate ly ,  we  are  unable  to  prov ide  a t tendees  wi th  lunch

whi l s t  you  jo in  us  for  th is  S tudy  Seminar .  However ,  L inco ln  Co l lege

is  s i tuated  in  the  hear t  o f  the  C i ty ,  and  i s  w i th in  wa lk ing  d is tance

of  severa l  venues  which  are  we l l  worth  v i s i t ing .  These  inc lude  

Local  Cafes  in  The  Covered  Market  (OX1  3DZ)

Chain  Restaurants ,  such  as  Be l la  I ta l ia  and  Franco  Manca  on

George  S t reet  (OX1  2AF)

The Plough Inn  on  Cornmarket  S t reet  (OX1  3HA)

Tesco  and Sainsbury ’s  are  the  nearest  foodshops ,  w i th

convenience  branches  of  both  s tores  on  Magda len  S t reet  (OX1

3AE)

Welcome to  Oxford


