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PAPERS OF DR. FRANCIS BARTELS 
 
Dr. Francis L. Bartels 

 

Dr. Bartels (1910-2010) had a long and full life, and a high-achieving career. He was am assiduous 

student, an inspirational teacher and went on to became a significant voice in the shaping of 

education in post-colonial Africa. 

  

Francis Lodowic Bartels was born in Ghana and was educated at Cape Coast Methodist Primary 

School from 1915 and Mfantsipim School (Cape Coast) from 1925. He gained a King Edward VII 

scholarship and attended Westminster College, then in Horseferry Road, London, between 1931-35. 

He was in the second year of students who took a degree at the University of London (in his case 

Kings College), before a final year of teacher training. 

 

He returned to Ghana to teach at Mfantsipim School until 1945 (latterly as acting headmaster), when 

he left to train in England as a professional teacher. From 1949-1961 he was the first black African 

headmaster of Mfantsipim School. An outstanding and innovative educator, among his many 

talented and influential pupils was Kofi Annan, later Secretary-General of the United Nations. He was 

appointed O.B.E. in 1956. 

 

Following increased involvement in international educational organisations, in 1961 he joined 

UNESCO (the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation) becoming head of the 

Africa Division , then 1967-69 Adviser on African Education to the Assistant Director-General for 

Education. In 1969-70 he was Senior Lecturer at the University College of Nairobi, but in May 1970 

was appointed Ghana’s Ambassador to Germany, in Bonn. 

 

Following a coup in 1972 that appointment terminated and he registered for a Ph.D. with the 

University of London. Although he failed to complete that degree, we was awarded awarded an 

honorary degree of Doctor of Laws (LLD) by the University of Ghana in 1989. Based in Paris he 

continued to be involved in UNESCO work for the remainder of his life. He died in Paris, France, on 

20 March 2010, just one week after his 100th birthday. 

 

His publications include The Roots of Ghana Methodism [Cambridge, C.U.P.: 1965] and The 

Persistence of Paradox, Memoirs of F. L. Barrels [Accra: Ghana Universities Press, 2003] 

 

*** 

THE COLLECTION 
Deposited by The Mfantsipim Foundation, 2009-10, in recognition of Dr. Bartels’s respect for his old 
college. Westminster College moved to Oxford in 1959, and merged with Oxford Brookes University 
in 2000. 
 

ANCILLARY MATERIAL 
Items relating to Dr. Bartels as a student of Westminster 1931-35 are within the Westminster 
College archives, including: 
Xx – year photograph 
(B) A/4/b -  Dr. Bartels’s student record card. 
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Shelf 1 

BOOKS 

UNESCO : General History of Africa 8 volumes 

UNESCO : General History of Africa  (Supplementary) 8 volumes 

UNESCO: History of Humanity 8 volumes 

UNESCO : Birthright of Man 1 volume 

 

FILES 

UNESCO:  Regional Education Conferences (Studies and Reports) 

 1960 Addis Ababa 

 1961 Addis Ababa 

 1962 Tananarive  

 1964 Abidjan  

 1968 Nairobi  

 1976 Lagos 

 1985 Mexico City 

 1991 Dakar  
1982 UNESCO Conference of Ministers of Education, Harare [2 
copies] 
1983 UNESCO Regional Education Conference 
1983 Report on Education in Africa in the light of the Harare 
Conference 1982. 
1985 Dakar Report 
UNESCO Education Trends in Perspective, 2005. 

Box  

F Bartels, Education in Africa  

 Addis 1 

 Reports African Education 

2 spring 
folders 

F Bartels, Trends in Innovation, Basic Education in Africa 1981 [2 copies] 
L’Education de Base en Afrique: Tendances et Innovation  [3 copies] 
F Bartels, A Synthesis of Two Reportson Adult Education: Problems and 
Trends. Lome 1981, Lusaka 1982. 
UNESCO, Priority Africa Programme, 1990-95  [6 vols.] 

 

 

Teacher Education in New Countries [2  volumes]  

Higher Education in Europe, UNESCO, 1991  

Evaluation of Higher Education in a Changing Europe, UNESCO, 1992  

Higher Education in Switzerland, UNESCO/CEPES, 1984  

Report of a Meeting of Heads of African Institutions of Higher Education, 

Khartoum 1963 

 

Higher Education and Social Change  

World Guide to Higher Education, UNESCO, 1982 (2nd edition)  

World Guide to Higher Education, UNESCO, 1996 (3rd edition)  

 



Shelf 2 

BOOKS/PAMPHLETS 

Higher Education in the 21st Century 2 vols. Box  

International Association of Universities – 1950-1990   

Technical and Vocational Teacher Education and Training  

The Education of Adults – a World Perspective  

Education for All - Is the World on Track?  

Supplementary Documents (4) 

 

World Conference on Education for All – 1990  

Meeting the Challenges of Education in the 21st Century  

 

BOOKS 

Missions and Missionary Societies : 

o History of the Church Missionary Society   3 vols  

o Two Hundred Years of the S.P.G.       2  2 VOLS  

o A History of the London Missionary Society 1895-1945   

o Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society – Volume 4   

o The Planting of Christianity in Africa by CP Groves – Volume 2   

o Christian Education in Africa   

o World Missionary Conference, Edinburgh, 1910 – Volumes III and 
IX 

  

A History of the Akan Peoples of the Gold Coast by Rev. W.T. Balmer 

Dakar International Conference: Namibia and Human Rights 1976   

Higher Education in Africa, Achievements, Challenges and Prospects, Dakar, 

1998 

  

 

BIOGRAPHIES 

R.E. Wraith, Guggisberg  [ Oxford University Press, 1967] 

??, Maclean of the Gold Coast, The Life and Times of George Maclean 1801-1847 [Oxford University 

Press, 1962] 

HISTORIES : 

Hans W. Debrunner,  A History of Christianity in Ghana  [ Accra, Waterville Publishing House, 1967] 

Eds. L.H. Gann & Peter Duignan Colonialism in Africa 1870 – 1960  

Vol. I : The History & Politics of Colonialism 1870 - 1914  

Vol. II : The History & Politics of Colonialism 1914 – 1960 

Abdou Moumouni (trans. Phyllis Nauts Ott), Education in Africa [London André Deutsch, 1968] 

Eds. Vincent Harlow, E.M. Chilver, Allison Smith, History of East Africa  Vol. II [Oxford (Clarendon), 

1965] 

Ed. George W. Keeton  The British Commonwealth: The Development of its Laws and                        

Constitutions, Vol. 12  Tanganyika [1964] 

THE  AFRICAN  PEOPLE 
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Robert W. July, A History of the African People  [London Faber & Faber, 1970] 

 Robert W. July, The Origins of Modern African Thought  [London Faber & Faber, 1968] 

Basil Davidson, The Africans – An Entry to Cultural History, [Longmans 1969] 

 

FILE 

Breda Document papers, UNESCO papers, 1961-c.1967 – 1 file 

 

FILES 

The African University at the Threshold of the New Millenium  5 vols Box  

Consultation on Higher Education in Africa, 1991  

Internationalisation of Higher Education 4 vols 

‘Features’ 808 (1985), problems and Challenges of Adult Education around 
the world [UNESCO] 

2 copies 

UNESCO papers  

UNESCO Afric No. 3 (Oct 1999), Special Minedaf VI  

WRR Netherlands Scientific Council for Government Policy, Basic Education  
(1987) 

 

 

Shelf 3 

BOX 

[Black folders] Papers and Information on teachers, reports, meetings 

of Chief Technical Advisers 

Curriculum affairs 

 Box  

 

BOX 

[Black folders] Conferences documents  Box  

 

PUBLICATIONS -  small format (Africa) 

xx  Box  

 

FILES/ PUBLICATIONS (Southern Africa) 

xx  Box  

 

FILES (Southern Africa) 



Post-Apartheid Documents No. 8 Final  Box  

Post-Apartheid  

International Conference on the Education of Victims of Aparteid in 
South Africa, June 1991 

 

Pan-Africanism in South Africa  

 

BOOK 

Cubitt, Richlieu, South West 

 

FILES 

Draft – Educating the Third World -  an Overview from Paris 1951 to Bogota 1987 by 

Francis L. Bartels 

The Fourth World 

Equity Investment from Theory to Practice 

File – UNESCO publications 

L/arch file – Correspondence etc. UNESCO/Higher Education in Africa 

L/arch file – UNESCO publications 

 

SHELF 4 

BOOKS 

FIRST  GENERATION,  AFRICAN  POLITICAL  LEADERS (MID-TWENTIETH CENTURY) 

The  Autobiography of Kwame Nkrumah, Panaf  1973 

Kwame Nkrumah, The Years Abroad, 1935 – 1947,  
by Marika Sherwood, 1996 

Kenneth David Kaunda – Kaunda on Violence edited by Colin Morris, Collins London 
1980 

African Political Leadership : Jomo Kenyatta, Kwame Nkrumah, Julius K. Nyerere by A.B. 
Assensoh, 1998 

George Balandier, The Sociology of Black Africa 

POLITICS,  ECONOMICS  AND EDUCATION 

Politics and Education : Cases from 11 Nations by R. Murray Thomas, Pergamon Press 
1983 

Education and Development Reconsidered : The Bellagio Conference Papers (Ford 
Foundation/Rockefeller Foundation) edited by F. Champion Ward by Praeger Publishers, 1974 

Towards a New International Economic Order by  Moahmmed Bedjaoui, UNESCO 1979;   
Higher Education and the New International Order by Bikas C. Sanyal, 1982 

Government & Power in West Africa  by Robert S. Jordan ,  
Faber & Faber , 1969 

Handbook on Training Methods in Educational Management,  UNESCO 1992 

Evaluative Research by Edward A. Suchman, PH.D ,  Russell Sage Foundation, 1967 

Reconstruction in the Secondary School  by Frank M. Earle, University of London Press, 
1944 

HIGHER  EDUCATION 
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FILES 

 

 

 

BOOKS - NIGERIA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Report of the Fifth General Conference of the International Association of Universities, 
Montreal, August/September 1970 

International Association of Universities: Papers-10:  
 The University and the Needs of Contemporary Society, Paris 1970 

Dix Mesures pour Relancer l’Université Africaine , UNESCO 1993 

Staffing African Universities  by A.M. Carr-Saunders, 1963 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Culture and Development in Africa,  Ismail  Serageldin, June Taboroff,   Editors,  World 
Bank International Conference, Washington  D.C., 1992 

Educational Financing in Africa, edited by Vinayagum Chinapah, UNESCO, 1992 

Report of the Commission on Christian Higher Education in India, 
 Oxford University Press, 1931 

Mother Tongue Education edited by Ayo Bamgbose, UNESCO 1976 

Gold Coast Mission History 1471 – 1880  by Ralph M. Wiltgen, S.V.D. 
USA 1956 

A Bibliography of Ghana 1930-1961 by A.F. Johnson, 1964 

Manual of Educational Statistics ,  UNESCO  1961 

African Music in Ghana by J.H. K.  Nketia, Longmans 1962 

Kenya, an Official Handbook,  1973 

Evangelicals in Action by Kathleen Heasman,  Geoffrey Bles, London 1962 

A History of UNESCO  by Fernando Valderrama , UNESCO 1995 

J. D. Face, A History of West Africa, Cambridge U.P., 1969 (with copy inset of W. Glesec, 
The Brain Drain…). 

Ed. Gwendolen M. Carter, National Unity and Regionalism in Eight African States, 
Cornell U.P., 1966. 

Ed. Christopher Steven, EEC and the Third World, A Survey 1, London etc., Hodder & 
Stoughton, 1981. 

UNESCO/UNICEF, Survey of Basic Education in Eastern Africa, 1980 

Catholic Education in the service of Africa, Report of the Pan-African Education 
Conference, Leopoldville, August 1965 (copy 43 of 50). 

Assorted papers (education in the developing world??) 1 green 
box 

Society for African Church History 1 folder 

Raymond J. Syme, Dennis C. Storer, Nigerian Union of Teachers, An Official History, 
Ibadan, O.U.P., 1974 (inscribed,  Raymond J. Syme) 

Ed. Adeniji Adaralybe, A Philosophy for Nigerian Education, (1969 conference 
proceedings), Nigerian Educational Research Council, 1972. 

Federation of Nigerian, National Development Plan, 1962-68. 

R.F. Lyons, Nigeria: Educational Planning, April 1970–January 1972, UNESCO. 

D.W. Donelly, Nigeria:  Administration and Financing of Education, April 1971–January 
1973, UNESCO 



FILES 

 

BOOKLETS 

Apartheid – South Africa  

Science Education  

File – UNESCO c.1961  

Education and training for Africa  

Folder – UNESCO (various)  

In-service teacher training – Country programmes  

Book typescript; (anon.) ‘From Paris 1951 to Bogota 1987; Landmarks and 
Trends in Educational Thought and Action in the Developing World’, pp.1-8; 
1-281 & appendices. 

 

Kenya, Nairobi 1965  

Curriculum and Examination  

Curriculum and other subjects  

Uganda  

Sudan  

Ethiopia  

Mauritius  Mauritius Institute of Education; Dr. Pritam Singh, A Framework for 
Comprehensive Evaluation 

Mali R. Takvorian (Mme.), Education scientifique extrascolaire des jeunes, Unesco, 
Avril 1971 – Avril 1972. 

Malawi Report of the Malawi-Unesco Operational Seminar on the Role of Education in 
Rural Development, 4-11 December 1983, Salima, Malawi. 

Mauritius Roshan Maudho, Educational Backwardness, Mauritius Institute of Education, 
April 1987.  

Kenya Development Plan 1974-1978, Part II 

Cameroun Rapport sur les Stages de Formation Pedagogique, 1972 
[inserted] Academy of Pedagogy/Bahir Dar/Ethiopia, Role & Functions 

Cameroun A J Hoyeoux, Orientation scolaire, Unesco, Septembre 1970 – Août 1971. 

Sub-
Saharan 
Africa 

Education and training policies in  sub-Saharan Africa/ Problems, guidelines and 
prospects. 

Namibia Constitution of the Republic of Namibia 

 Rev. Prof. Peter Stephens, A Biblical Perspective of Race Justice, 24 March 1999 
(re publication of the Stephen Lawrence report). 

 UNESCO, Final Report /Sixth Conference of the Ministers of Education …  in 
African Member States, Dakar 8-11 July 1991. 

 James Smith, Analyse de projetes pilotes des réforme de l’education liée au 
development rural 1970-1985. 

 African Insight, vol. 13, no. 3, 1983. 

Benin Universite du Benin, Ecole de Science, Livret de l’etudiant, 1971-72. 
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 G M E Leistner, Towards a new order in southern Africa, Africa Institute, 1979. 

Benin Evaluation Tripartite (Education xx), Unesco, UN Development Agency. 

South 
Africa 

South African Journal of African Affairs, vol. 9, no. 1, 1979. 

 Typescript, ‘Is Democracy Conducive to the Richest Experience of Living?’ 

Zambia Republic of  Zambia, Education for Development, Draft Statement on 
Educational Affairs, Lusaka 1976. 

 Ed. R.L. Smith, Universal Primary Education, report of a workshop, Institute of 
Education, London, 1979. (inserted papers) 

Liberia Highlights in Liberia and its Educational System, Monrovia, Dec. 1972. 

Zambia Education Profits, The British Council, 1980. 

 M. Kacem Bensalah, Primary Boarding Schools for the Children of Nomads –  C. 
Basic Elements, Unesco, July 1987. 

  

  

  

  


