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1 – Preamble

1.1
The Methodist-related collections held in the Oxford Centre for Methodism and Church History [OCMCH] are deposited under the terms of a Deed of Agreement between Oxford Brookes University [OBU] and Westminster College Oxford Trust Ltd. [WCOT] signed July 2007, including appended Schedules with the several Owners of Collections. 
1.2
The collections comprise books, archives, works of art, with associated artefacts and ephemera. Among individual collections, the WHS library is, after the John Rylands Library Manchester, the most significant collection of published British Methodist historical material. The Methodist Modern Art Collection of is an important collection of modern religious art. Together the collections represent a major centre for Methodist scholarship and heritage.
1.3
This policy therefore seeks to provide criteria for:

A – the acquisition or dequisition of items within collections

B – the acquisition or dequisition of entire collections
1.4
OBU and WCOT reserve the right to revise this policy at any time. Such revision will normally be undertaken in conjunction with the Owners of Collections.
2 – Definitions

2.1
The scope of the collections is principally Methodist-related. This is understood in this context to be:

· Items linked to the history of Methodism or related to contemporary movements and historical events, usually (but not exclusively) in Britain;
· The purpose of the collections is twofold: for academic research and as a secure repository for research materials, especially where it might otherwise be at risk.

2.2
The OCMCH is not an official repository for connexional, district or circuit holdings and is therefore able to accept or decline material based entirely on the assessed suitability to the University’s and the Centre’s mission. This includes its commitment to academic research and education, as well as being a non-confessional institution.
2.3
The following are examples of material which may be considered for acquisition:
· Personal papers, ephemera or collections of individuals and families, particularly leading Methodist figures;

· Records of corporate bodies such as societies, associations, pressure groups and special interest groups;

· Records of research projects and initiatives;

· Items in all media including paper, photographic, audio, video and electronic.
· Works of art with a clear and specific Methodist association.

2.4
The judgement of whether items may be accepted by the Centre will be based on the following criteria:

· The significance of the collection of materials

· Its potential for academic and research use by current and future researchers

· Its connections or associations with other existing collections in the Centre

· Its vulnerability or likelihood of survival outside the Centre’s care

These criteria are not intended to exclude items and therefore this policy implies a degree of discretion which will be exercised by the Director of the Centre in liaison with members of the WCOT.

3 – Process

3.1
Additions or deletions from existing collections are provided for in the 2007 Deed of Agreement [DoA]. While it will normally be considered that the Owner’s judgement as to the suitability or otherwise of items is accepted, the final decision rests with OBU [DoA, Section 5].
3.2
When considering a potential additional collection, OCMCH shall make a reasoned case for the adoption of the collection to WCOT. As well as the suitability of a Collection within the scope outlined above, the constraints of available space will be a determining factor in any decision.
3.3
The OCMCH collections should operate in co-operation with other Methodist collections connexional, local or international. Where an item should more appropriately be located elsewhere, that collection should be offered the item first.
3.4
A collection may be withdrawn by the Owner giving notice of withdrawal under the terms of the Legal Agreement [DoA, Section 7].
4. General conditions:

· All material must come from a bona fide source and should have a demonstrated provenance and ownership;

· The donor or depositor must have the authority to transfer the material, and a written statement to this effect will accompany the deposit;

· The donor or depositor must sign a Schedule which confirms agreement to, and is appended to, the 2007 Legal Agreement. The Schedule will set out any specific terms relating to the collection.

· There should be no unreasonable restrictions on access or availability for research, exhibition or other suitable purposes;

· There should be no stipulations on storage, preservation, cataloguing or use which do not conform to OBU’s available resources, strategic aims or are not commensurate with the 2007 Deed of Agreement.
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